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LIQUID LUNCHES

Valentino Houston & Vin Bar serves up

cocktails with meat on the side

By GREG MORAGO

FOOD EDITOR

HERE are
jokes about
libidinous
diners who
prefer to drink

their dinner or quaff their

lunch.

But man does not
live by martini alone

(nor should he). It is,
however, possible to sip a
sandwich or gulp a seafood
presentation at Valentino
Houston & Vin Bar. That’s
because the handsome bar
within this chic restaurant
has devised a food-based
cocktail menu with drinks
unlike any other hooch
hangout in Houston.
Example: The BLTini, a

Grey Goose vodka martini
made with clarified
heirloom tomato juice
shaken with chives and
garnished with romaine
lettuce and crisp bacon.
The Cure is an adventure
into the inner sanctum of

the salumeria: Tito’s vodka

that has been cold smoked
and served with a skewer
of cured meats and fresh

with wood trim
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with celebrities
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“It’s a version of jeans,
Dimmock said. “They are
so ubiquitous, and a great
pair can be as versatile
with heels and flats as
jeans. They are a real
season statement.”

Cargo pants are
typically relaxed, wider at
the hip area, narrow at the
ankle with large pockets at
the hip or attached to the
side of the leg and thigh
area. Some styles even
have a wide leg to give the
pants a more airy look.
Young celebrities such as

”»

Rihanna, Hilary Duff and
others have been known
to go casual in a pair of
designer cargo pants.

But they aren’t just
for 20-somethings and
younger, Dimmock said.

“It’s like saying jeans
are just for young people,”
she said. “That’s not the
case. Cargos can be done
in a sophisticated way
with a tailored jacket and
a kitten heel. When you
dress them up, it doesn’t
look like you’re trying.”

Jjoy.sewing@chron.com

mozzarella with crostini
on the side.

Yum? You bet. The
cocktails don’t pretend to
take the place of an actual
meal, but it’s fun to think
of these crafty concoctions
as a potent salad in a
martini glass.

“If you look at most
cocktails or martini lists,
you’re going to recognize
names and see small
twists to drinks,” said
general manager Patrick
Dorrian. “We want to put
something out there a little
different.”

Try a lot different. The
bar’s Oyster Tree is like a
shellfish platter presented
as a series of cocktails —

a dozen oysters you’re

not likely to ever forget.
The “tree” (which can be
ordered in a dozen or half
dozen) features miniature
cocktails composed of a
freshly shucked oyster
over which chilled Stoli
Elit vodka has been
poured and decorated with
raspberry coulis and fresh
raspberry.

“It’s surprising. When
people see it, then other
people want it and start
to order it,” Dorrian said.
“It works. It works really
well.”

The Oyster Tree ($150
for a dozen) has a sibling
even more rich. The Elite

Libation ($300) is a dozen

CROWD-PLEASER: The BLTini delights at Valentino.

cocktails featuring golden
osetra caviar nestling in
Stoli Elit vodka, served
with sour cream, chives
and shallots on the side.

Yes, you can drink
your dinner at the Vin
Bar, but we urge you to
at least try the little bites
of crudo (raw fish) or
the cheese and salumi
platters. Think of the Vin
Bar’s noshes as Italian
tapas, said executive chef
Cunninghame West, who
recently updated the menu
to feature 20-30 small
plates for under $10.

You don’t have to
twist our arm to get us to
Valentino for the city’s
most foodie-focused
cocktails and snacks.
We’re so there.

greg.morago@chron.com

3 PC PLUSH LEATHER RECLINING
SOFA AND LOVESEAT

Tri-toned Leather Sofa Living Room Set

$1,999.9

PLUS FREE RECLINER

VISIT BELFURNITURE.COM AND LEARN MORE ABOUT US AND OUR PRODUCTS!

15861 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090
I-45 North Exit Richey Road

281.875.1720

10516 Old Katy Road
Houston, TX 77043
Next to Community College

713.465.1111
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SUNDAY & MONDAY ONLY!

Webster, TX 77598
Exit Nasa Road 1

7301 Clarewood
Houston, TX 77036

19801 Gulf Freeway

281.554.9200

Behind Sharpstown’s Macy’s

713.981.8899

TAX
FREE

4989 Sweetwater Blvd.

Sugar Land, TX 77479
Exit Sweetwater Blvd.

281.491.9988

171 N Sam Houston Pkwy

Houston, TX 77060

Behind Greenspoint Mall

281.873.8844

4455 Eastex Freeway
Beaumont, TX 77706
Just South of Parkdale Mall

409.899.4100

20424 Highway 59N
Humble, TX 77338
Just past FM 1960

281.446.6622
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3 P LEATHER SECTIONAL
100% plush, top grain Ieather,t

8-way hand-tied seating._.

Available in black or tan—

4 _._._-___’.‘—1 : »

099,99~
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FREE

7 PC COUNTER
TOP TABLE

Counter height,
Two-toned, 54” Table
with extension and

6 Stools

$449.99
TAX

FREE

FURNITURE

MON. - FRI. 11am - 9pm
SAT. 10am - 9pm
SUN. 12pm - 6pm

*Minimum Purchase of $1,499 is required. By law you must pay the sales tax. In addition to the sale price, we will reduce your purchase price by an amount equal to the sales tax and then you'll pay the tax on the reduced amount! Clearance Center & Clearance Items Not Included. Quantities Limited. Pictures may or may not represent actual merchandise. Pictures
are for illustration purposes only. No other discounts or coupons can be applied to above advertised pricing. Not responsible for typographical errors. We reserve the right to correct errors at the store. Offer does not apply to previous purchases. Advertised items may not be on display in all locations. 1) If an identical new piece is offered for sale by a major retailer,
Bel Furniture will beat price by 10%. *Next day delivery available based on availability of merchandise, for items purchased by 1:00 p.m. No deliveries are available on Sunday. Clearance Center or Clearance Center Items or Discounted Items do not qualify for above promotions.
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